LUTHERAN MEMOIR
BINSHOP NELSON W, TROUT

First African American Bishop of the American Lutheran Church (ALC)

Nelson W. Trout, an ordained pastor, became the
first African American Lutheran bishop 1n 1983.
A mentor, teacher and preacher to many, he was
also recognized for providing those services 1n
the African American community. Trout was
renowned as a vibrant preacher and commitment
to social ministry. He inspired hundreds of
seminary students while touching the lives of
thousands of people in many communities.

Born in Columbus, Ohio, in 1921. Trout was a
member of and ordained at St. Philip Evangelical
Lutheran in Columbus. He graduated from
Capital University and Trinity Lutheran Seminary
in Bexley, Ohio. He was also awarded a doctor of
divinity degree from Wartburg College in
Waverly, Iowa.

Reverend Trout served as a pastor for several
congregations 1n Wisconsin, Alabama and
California. Trout was an inspiring and powerful
preacher. While serving in Montgomery,
Alabama, he became friends with Dr. Martin
Luther King Jr., with whom he used to joke about
being a Lutheran.

Trout 1s a significant figure in ELCA history as he
was a dynamic leader 1n the church and the first

African American bishop of the church. He was A quote from Rev. Dr. Nelson Trout
passionate, intelligent and powertful 1n both
preaching and teaching. “UWUhere J suggest that the solutior lo owy ever

trecreasing vacial prolilemn le fourd in owy alility to
For a time Pastor Trout served as a professor and generate goadwidl, J would nof ward such a

Director of Minority Ministry Studies at Trinity suggestion lo le discavded as the council af
Lutheran Seminary in Bexley, Ohio. In 1991, weatirness. Granted, we do rat rnounally thinft aof
Trinity Seminary established the Nelson W. Trout such a guality of fumarn expevierce as bieing in the
Lectureship Series in Preaching in his honor. same league with cur militavy power, or with

awy sclentific vesowvces, yet, i s nol ta be discavded
On Sept. 20, 1996, the Rev. Nelson W. Trout, 75, as wttey sentimentality ox same inpatent foun of

passed away 1n Inglewood, California. of ferninacy. T sulinit ta e hoat Bunrar WM
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