
Living Faith 

This information is prepared for you by the  
Northeastern Iowa Synod-Home Life Network  
for use by families and local congregations.  

Like our page on Facebook and our posted resources will appear in your    
newsfeed.  Our page is  Northeastern Iowa Synod Home Life Network ELCA 

Dear Faith Shapers,    
 

I pray you all had a joyful 

Christmas.  Christmas may 

not have been the same as pre-

vious years, yet our Savior 

still comes to us & we find 

good news of great joy!   
 

The season of Christmas is 

one I cherish with my family.   

The thing I love about the sea-

son (the season of the Church 

year, not the day) is that our 

Christmas events are done 

and the hustle and bustle is 

over, yet there is still Christ-

mas.  The kids are home on 

break and we can celebrate to-

gether.  We love to leave our 

decorations up, decorate with 

stars, make more Christmas 

cookies, save a present to open 

on Epiphany, watch more 

Christmas movies,  have fami-

ly dinners and enjoy the sea-

son of wonder together.  My 

hope is for you to  embrace the 

season with your loved ones!         
 \ 

May your season of Christ-

mas & Epiphany be filled with 

wonder &  great joy!    
 

Deacon Lisa Kammerer 

Did you know that there is Christmas day and also a season of the 
church year that is Christmas?  Many people believe the 12 days of 

Christmas are before Christmas (the media & stores push it as a hol-
iday sale leading up to Christmas) but that is not the case.  The sea-
son of Christmas is 12 days.  It starts on Christmas day and ends on 
January 5th.  How appropriate that it starts on Christmas day with 

the best gift– Jesus!  The color of the season is white (paraments at 
church will change from advent blue to white for the season of 

Christmas).  Here’s some fun ways to enjoy the season.   
 

 12 days of Christmas Kindness.  Do a act of kindness on each 
day of Christmas.  Some popular projects we have done are: 

candy cane bomb a parking lot, put quarters in machines at the 
laundromat, shop for our local food pantry (they are low after 

the holidays), deliver treats or gifts, handout free flowers, bring 
hot chocolate or coffee to outside workers, shovel sidewalks.  

Involve the whole family in picking 12 projects.   
 

 12 Clever Gifts for the 12 Days of Christmas.  Box of Bread mix 
(Jesus is the bread of life).  Christmas story book (Christ is Em-

manuel).  Reese’s Pieces (Jesus is the Prince of Peace). Soap 
(Christ is the Redeemer who washes our sin away).  Candy cane 
(Jesus is the good shepherd).   Flashlight or glowstick (Christ is 

the Light).  Water (Jesus is the Living Water).  Ring Pop candy or 
Ring (Christ is the Lord of Lords).   Blanket or other warm item 
(Jesus  is the Lamb),  Prayer beads or prayer gift (Christ is the 
Mediator), Gift Certificate (Jesus is our Redeemer).  King size 

something (Jesus is the King of Kings).   

https://www.facebook.com/NortheasternIowaSynodhomeLifeNetworkElca


15 ways to celebrate Epiphany 

1.  Read about the 1. visit of the magi in Matthew Chapter 2 
2.  Make a King’s Cake (search for a recipe online) 
The one who finds the bean or nut is said to be especially blessed 
3.  Surprise someone with an Epiphany Gift 
4.  Decorate your house or Christmas tree with stars 
5.  Read the short story The Gift of the Magi by O. Henry 
6. Make star or crown shaped cookies  
7. Place your Magi in your manger scene 
8. Do a Chalk Epiphany blessing of your home (blessings can be found online) 
20 + c + M + B + 22  (this means the year plus the first letters of the 3 Magi– Caspar, Mel-
chior and Balthazar and also the Phrase Christus mansionem bendicat which means May 
Christ Bless this house) 
9.   Make a star crafts (3D paper stars are especially fun) 
10. Have a 12th Night Family Dinner (we love using fancy dishes and candles) 
11. Make Orange Pomander balls  (recipes are online) 
12. Watch “The Star” (little ones) or “the star of Bethlehem” (older kids) 
13.  Call or Video Chat with a family member about gifts they received and what gifts 
(non material) they hope to discover this year 
14. Take an Epiphany Adventure and take a  day trip somewhere you have never been  
15. Gift your family with three gifts.  Gold (a family activity or game), Frankincense  
              (a religious item), and Myrrh (gifts for the body) on Epiphany 
 

Epiphany is January 6th (the Twelfth day of Christmas) and celebrates the 
arrival of the Magi to see Jesus.  They present him with gifts of Gold (A gift 
for a king), Frankincense (a Gift for a Priest) and Myrrh (a gift for a Savior).    
The word epiphany means “manifest”.   


