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CARE FOR CREATION

How Lutherans can respond to the climate crisis 
by Donna Rasmussen, Care for Creation Network 

The ELCA has published The Earth’s 
Climate Crisis social message, and 
an ELCA Task Force on Civic Life and 
Faith tells us that we cannot separate 
our faith from caring for all of God’s 
creation. We know that the most vul-
nerable are suffering the most.

Solutions are out there; they need to 
be enacted. Putting a price on carbon 
at its source is the fastest, most effec-
tive solution. This means that fossil 
fuel producers (Exxon, BP, etc.) will 
pay fees to bring fossil fuels, such as 
coal, into the economy. 

Sending all the net revenue from 
those fees back to Americans will 
make it possible to weather the tran-
sition to renewable energy. This will 

1.	 give us affordable, clean energy, 
2.	 put money in our pockets, 
3.	 get us to net zero by 2050, and 
4.	 save lives. 
 
Learn more at www.energyinnovatio-
nact.org. To learn more about advo-
cating for specific, effective climate 
solutions, go to www.citizensclimate.
org, where you can join the Citizens’ 
Climate Lobby Lutheran Action Team.

•	 ELCA Civic Life and Faith, https://

elca.org/civicsandfaith

•	 ELCA Carbon Pricing Basics  
(Oct. 2019)

•	 ELCA Carbon Tax Implementation 
Considerations (Dec. 2020)

•	 ELCA Earth’s Climate Crisis social 
message, www.elca.org/climatecare 
(April 2023)

•	 Earth’s Climate Crisis pow-
erpoint, https://docs.
google.com/presentation/
d/1H6DQjvJY7qcvZRhatO_
HIT5YoNu3KjGs/edit#slide=id.p1

•	 Join the Citizens’ Climate Lobby 
and its Lutheran Action Team, 
www.cclusa.org/action-teams.

OBITUARY
The Rev. Edgar Arthur Zelle, 
98, died Oct. 9, 2023, at Bartels 
Lutheran Retirement Community 
in Waverly. He was ordained in 
1953 and served as the head 
pastor at Zion Lutheran, Castalia, 
and then as pastor for Good 
Shepherd Lutheran, Waterloo, 
from 1958 until his retirement in 
1988.

A funeral service took place Oct. 
16 at St. Paul’s Lutheran, Waverly.  
He is survived by his wife, Verona 
Zelle of Waverly; four children, 
nine grandchildren, and eight 
great grandchildren. 

The full obituary is available at 
www.kaisercorson.com.

New Synod Conferences Map
Congregations from the Northeastern Iowa Synod’s Shechem Conference 
have joined other conferences, so there are now eight conferences instead 
of nine. The new synod map and a list of the conferences—including 
deans, chaplains and correspondents—are available to download from 
the synod website, www.neiasynod.org/download-category/conferences.


